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Submitted by Meredith Thornhill, GT teacher at Monument Ridge and Rim Rock Elementary

Fourth-grade gifted and talented students at Monument Ridge and Rim Rock Elementary schools
are learning all about leadership. Students are learning about the different styles of leadership and
discovering which way they prefer to lead.

So far they have learned about structural, human resource, and political leadership styles. They
have had some di�cult challenges to complete. During an exercise where teams had to build the
largest 3D structure, they were challenged to complete this �rst in a small group and then all the
groups had to connect their creations. This had to be completed without talking or using hand
gestures to try and convey their message. It was quickly realized that this was not as easy as they
�rst thought.



Even without the ability to communicate, natural leaders stepped up to model their thoughts and
try to get others to copy their ideas to build a structure. They were all proud of their efforts and
also worked as a team to collect and stack the cards to be reused for other activities.

Submitted by Johnathan Bonner, GT Teacher at Fruita Middle School

Welcome Back, Bonner - Podcast

Welcome back to group identity, competition, and using di�culties as motivation.

Jack, Troy, and Tyler share about MathCon and their BUSY schedules.

https://open.spotify.com/episode/6wvKAsqlxNUC2HfHV1pIJa?si=rsEs4Y2LQyuFNjYkRJJCCQ&nd=1&dlsi=ad362e71be6845fe


Mr. Carroll �lls us in on the exciting opportunities for Fruita
Middle's curious sponges.

First page reading of The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton

Submitted by Kacey Daugherty, GT teacher at Taylor Elementary

Kaylee, 5th grader at Taylor Elementary

I highly recommend reading Watership Down by Richard George
Adams. This book consists of a group of rabbits that left their
warren because of a vision one of the rabbits saw. This group of
rabbits have faced many dangers and go through many different
hardships. It is about the rabbit people and how they live their life.

This is an amazing book. I enjoyed this book and I bet you will too.
This book is a 9th grade novel study. I highly recommend reading
this book.

Submitted by Tawnya Bangert, GT teacher at Loma Elementary

Fifth grade students at Loma Elementary read a passage from
Island of the Blue Dolphins, a children's novel by Scott O'Dell, which
tells the story of a girl named Karana, who is stranded alone for
years on an island off the California coast. It is based on the true
story of Juana Maria, a Nicoleño Native American left alone for 18
years on San Nicolas Island during the 19th century.

The novel opens to Karana and her six year old brother, Ramo,
seeing a ship approach their island.

Students were asked to think about how this passage would be
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view that described what he was doing and thinking as the ship came closer to the island.

Written by Adalyn Teneyck
Me and my sister were sent out by our mom to pick roots for the next coming meal. We were both
picking roots which is incredibly boring when I looked up to see how many roots my sister had
picked. It wasn't a competition of who picked more but I still liked to count how many she picked
and how many I picked. She had already picked �ve, when I looked back into my basket I had only
picked one but out of the corner of my eye I spotted something skimming across the ocean.

I stood up and tried racking my brain of what it could be but I could not come up with a clear
answer. I was now hopping from one foot to the other looking out at the big piece of mass �oating
across the crisp clear bay. I couldn't help but stare at it like an eager eyed puppy.

My mind was still lost at sea when my sister suddenly said, “While you gaze at the sea, I dig roots.
And it is I who will eat them and you who will not.”

I knew mom and pop were hungry and so was I, so I picked up a root and was about to drop it in
the basket but then I just couldn’t help but describe the great big thing swimming across the ocean
like a humpback whale, to my sister who was oblivious of its coming.

Suddenly it crossed my mind that it wasn’t just a piece of debris. “A canoe!” I cried. “A great one,
bigger than all our canoes together. And red!”

It was one of the largest canoes I’ve ever seen, probably the biggest canoe in the whole world! I
had to get a closer look. I tossed the root I was holding in the air and took off running. The dry
brush scraping against my legs with its sharp claws.

“A canoe! A canoe!” I shouted my excitement was bursting out of me. I could tell I was about to hit
my peak. It felt like I was going to explode like a volcano!

But when I looked back at my sister she was just sitting there crouched down on the dirt mumbling
under her breath “It is a ship there on the sea, not a giant canoe.”

A ship! I’ve heard it come up in the elders' conversation but I’ve never seen one. How would my
sister know if this was a canoe or not? I sure had no clue. I ran down to the shore and stared out at
the canoe. The white sand squishing between my toes as the ship sailed around the wide kelp bed
that encloses our island and between the two rocks that stood tall and proud guarding the Coral
Cove like mighty soldiers ready for war.

Written by Caden Solbach
I was watching as a big red thing came toward the island, it was almost the size of the big rock on
the edge of the island. I danced from foot to foot in so much excitement. The weird thing
skimming across the water I'd never seen before. I had stopped gathering those dirt-covered
stubby roots to watch.

“While you gaze at the sea,” My sister said, “I dig roots. And it is I who will eat them and you who
will not.”



I then tried to hide my excitement and went back to work. I picked up another short and thin root,
but I just couldn’t stop my excitement and it broke out like a giant tiger from a cage. I continued
staring at the red thing �owing across the water as my mouth fell open. After a bit more gazing I
came to a realization.

“A canoe!” I shouted. “A great one, bigger than all of our canoes together. And red!”
I threw the root in the air and raced through the bushes to see the giant canoe. I ran to the village
and told everyone, they thought it wouldn’t be friendly so they told me to stay behind and let the
men take care of it, but i didn’t care.
I raced to the seaside and hid in the bushes next to the path that led to the shore where I could see
the canoe stop and send a little canoe out. Looking at the canoes, it looked like a baby tiger next
to its mother. The little canoe had six men rowing. While the men from our village prepared for the
worst. Some of them hid to spring out after they landed but the rest stayed ready at the shore.. My
sister didn’t know how much she was missing out.
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Westslope CO Gifted & Talented

This group is to support Westernslope Parents of Gifted & Talented
and 2E kids.
We share hope, empowerment, ideas, opportunities, and overall
support each other.

https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/64ff8072006b6a8dc2206f06
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/64ff8072006b6a8dc2206f06
https://www.facebook.com/groups/630703478277200/


https://canvas.gjartcenter.org/classes/743


https://www.bankofcolorado.com/GJcontest


https://www.fmvolleyball.com/


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeLgXNr0IYkLLUEEt6XC_pM7es0GlF2YHxDP6TY8kyvdLEGUw/viewform


https://suicidepreventionmc.org/


https://www.mesacountysaferoutes.com/






https://smokeybear.com/




Conversations With CAGT
Conversations With CAGT

1st and 3rd Tuesdays each month at 5:00 pm MST on Facebook
Live

Conversations with CAGT provides timely, relevant topics by preeminent local, national, and
international specialists in the �eld of gifted education! CWC programs premier on the �rst and
third Tuesdays of the month at 5:00 pm MST on Facebook Live. Check out past Conversations with
CAGT programs on our website, where you may rewatch past videos anytime! Conversations with
CAGT is an incredible opportunity to get expert advice on topics regarding giftedness for FREE with
time to ask your questions. Questions from CAGT members get priority!
Click the Facebook link below to access Conversations with CAGT.

Tuesday, March 5th: Lisa Rogers
"Developing Mathematical Thinking in Gifted Learners Through Routines"

Tuesday, March 19th: Kathryn Fishman-Weaver and Jill Clingan
"Teaching Women and Gender Studies in the Gifted Classroom"

https://www.coloradogifted.org/resources/conversations-with-cagt/
https://www.coloradogifted.org/resources/conversations-with-cagt/


Addressing the Instructional Needs of Gifted Multilingual Learners
Sponsored by Renzulli Center for Creativity, Gifted Education and Talent Development
Join this virtual presentation by Marci Voss, former Texas Association for the Gifted and Talented
Board member, to learn how to structure instruction that provides gifted Multilingual Learners the
opportunity to exhibit in-depth, complex thinking.
Cost: Free
March 9th at 11:00am (Eastern Standard Time)
Click here for more information

Gifted Students and Underachievement
Sponsored by CAGT A�liate: JAGC
Join this virtual presentation to learn how to support students who are performing lower than their
capabilities in school.
Cost: Free
March 14th from 6:00-7:30 pm
Click here to RSVP; Google Meet Link will be sent out Wednesday, March 13th.

Congressional App Challenge for Middle and High School Students
Students design their own app for a chance to win the Congressional App Challenge. Each
challenge is district-speci�c, based on Congressional Districts throughout the United States.
Cost: Free
Registration open until May 1st
Click here for more information

100 Books Before Graduation Challenge
Sponsored by Summit County Libraries
Teens in grades 6th-12th grade receive prizes for every 10 books read, up to 100 books.
Cost: Free
Click here for more information

https://gifted.uconn.edu/saturday-march-9-2024-11-a-m-eastern/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeokbIeKyOPOSqqf9VXP-I9Ts_rsEudwBiF7e4w_yrjVsYijQ/viewform?pli=1
https://www.congressionalappchallenge.us/students/rules/
https://summitcountylibraries.org/programs-news/100-books-graduation
https://www.rmpbs.org/kids/


5 Activities To Help Kids Make Choices
We make dozens of decisions every day. As adults, making choices
is something we do so often that we hardly even notice it. But it’s a
skill that takes time and practice to learn. Parents can help kids
develop this skill by showing them how to think through the pros
and cons of their choices.

Donkey Hodie helps Duck Duck make choices in the episode “Duck
Duck Great Adventure.” When Duck Duck feels overwhelmed and not sure what to choose, Donkey
Hodie reminds her to consider what’s good and bad for her about each choice. As part of her
decision making process, Duck Duck says, “Time to look at my choices, Weigh each one I see,
Think about what's good and bad, Choose the one that's right for me.”

Parents can support decision making skills in kids by teaching them to talk through their choices.
Kids build independence and feel con�dent by making their own informed choices throughout the
day when they have opportunities in low-pressure situations.

Try playful activities to encourage your child as they practice making decisions.

1. Play games that require critical thinking. Games like tic-tac-toe, checkers, and Connect 4 require
planning and anticipating other players’ moves. When playing with your child, talk about your game
strategy. For example, during tic-tac-toe, you could say something like, “Hmm. If I put one here, you
can put your third over there. I’m going to go right here to block you instead.”

2. Use stories to talk about choices. Books are a great way to talk through different scenarios with
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https://www.pbs.org/parents/thrive/5-activities-to-help-kids-make-choices
https://www.pbs.org/parents/shows/donkey-hodie


and why. For example, with a story like “Jack and the Beanstalk” you could say “Should Jack trade
the cow for the magic beans? What do you think?” Watching shows together is another opportunity
to talk about the choices different characters make. For example, as you watch “Duck Duck’s Great
Adventure” together, pause when Duck Duck has to make a decision. You could ask, “What do you
think Duck Duck is going to choose? Why does she make that choice?”

3. Play pretend. Kids love to play make-believe and create their own worlds. Tap into the power of
imagination by joining in on the fun and asking questions. If your child is pretending to be a chef
and you’re the customer, you can say you’re having trouble choosing between two options. Ask
them which one they suggest and why.

4. Offer choices throughout the day. Give your child opportunities to practice making decisions by
giving them options. Let them choose a bedtime story or pick out their own (weather-appropriate)
clothes. I like to offer my kids choices at mealtimes. I might say, “For fruit today, you can have
grapes or an apple. Which would you like?”

5. Create together. When coloring together or making a craft, ask your child for their opinion on
what colors you should use or where to hang their artwork. Asking your child for their opinion
shows them you trust their ability to make choices. This can help them learn to trust themselves,
too.

Encouraging self-con�dence in kids

As parents, it can be hard to step back and let kids make their own choices. I know I’m often quick
to step in when I see my child struggling to decide. But, according to Rebecca Weksner, a
psychologist who works with children and families, giving your child opportunities to work through
hard things helps them develop self-con�dence.

“It is in that process of struggle followed by reward that a person begins to feel a sense of control
over their world,” Weksner said.

Support your child by talking through options, just like Donkey Hodie does with Bob Dog in the
“Best Ball Fest” episode. When Bob Dog struggles to choose his favorite ball, Donkey Hodie helps
by encouraging Bob Dog to consider what he likes and dislikes about each ball. After talking it
through, Bob Dog �nds the one he likes the most.

Though it can be tough to watch kids make mistakes, this is how they learn. As long as your child
is safe, letting them make a less ideal choice now and then can teach them how to make better
choices in the future. Instead of grabbing your child’s sunglasses as you walk out the door, you
could say, “It’s sunny outside, would you like to bring your sunglasses?” If they choose not to, they
might realize they would rather have them and choose to bring them next time.

Making good choices is a skill that takes practice. Parents can support their kids’ decision-making
skills by encouraging them to make choices throughout the day.

https://www.weksnerpsychotherapy.com/about-rebecca-weksner
https://childmind.org/article/helping-kids-make-decisions/#model-your-decision-making-process
https://www.pbs.org/parents/thrive/we-can-do-hard-things-4-ways-to-help-kids-build-resilience-and-perseverance


Author:
Erin Heger is a freelance writer and mom of three living in the Midwest. Her reporting and essays
on parenting and health have appeared in The Atlantic, Hu�ngton Post and Business Insider. She
loves connecting with other parents online and reading alone after the kids are in bed. Find her on
Instagram @erin_heger.
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