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As we come to the end of the school year, I want to take a moment to reflect and express gratitude
for all the contributors to D51 gifted education.

I want to express gratitude to our GT Teachers and Liaisons. Thank you for the hours you put
in every week for things like innovative teaching, collaborating with classroom teachers,
supporting academic growth, providing social and emotional support, setting and monitoring
goals, adjusting schedules, attending meetings, learning new processes, and the list goes on. I
think back to many times this year when I heard a story about one of our teachers that
amazes me. Your commitment to our students and schools has not gone unnoticed, and I am
grateful for all you do.
Our families' involvement, support, and partnership help create an environment where our
gifted students can thrive. We cannot do the work we do without all of you, and we absolutely



would not have this amazing work without the students you send
us every day. We are grateful for them and for you.
That leads me to the students we support. I want to say thank you
for showing us your unique talents and abilities. We continue to
be amazed and inspired by the hard work, creativity, dedication to
learning, problems you solve, and honestly even times you
challenge us to solve problems. We are so glad you bring the
unique "you-ness" for us to get to know.
The D51 GT Department and Student Services Department include
people dedicated to our students and staff getting the tools,
resources, training, and support they need every day. Brandy
Headless, our GT Coach and guru of young adult literature is a
wealth of knowledge and support. Summer Allen, our
Administrative Assistant, has not been with us long but she is
already an amazing resource and constant positive energy. My
boss, Patti Virden, will be moving into another position at
Thompson Valley School District next year. However, she has
stepped in to support gifted education over the past few years.
Next year, we will be supported by Dan Bunnell as the Executive
Director of Student Services.
As I reflect on the last year, there are celebrations and sorrows.
However, I have great faith in the people around me to continue

this great work and support as we move forward. Good luck to all of our seniors and I can't wait to
see all the rest of you next year. Have an amazing summer!

Submitted by Sue Jerome, GT teacher

Fifth graders at Chatfield used a list of Greek and Latin word parts to create new spells, fears, and
inventions!

Students who participated are:

Brody Callow
Talia Dobransky
Parker Douglas
Mya Lara
Fable Patterson
Emmanuel Santiago-Ellis
Kaimi Santiago-Ellis
Khiana Sisneros
Ava Wirth





Submitted by Sean Gregersen, GT teacher

Ryan Brown is a 4th grade student at Thunder Mountain Elementary.
He has many awesome qualities. Recently, Thunder Mountain
needed to change its mascot and held a contest to come up with a
new one. Ryan entered the name Mountaineers and came up with
the acronym CLIMB for its school goals.

Thunder Mountain Mountaineers
C- Capable
L- Learner
I- Integrity
M- Mindful
B- Belong

Both were chosen out of hundreds of ideas and now represent Thunder Mountain. In addition, once
a year Thunder Mountain also holds a Pinwheels for Peace Assembly to make the school,
community, and world a more peaceful place. Ryan wrote a speech and presented it at a whole
school assembly.

In school, his favorite subject is math. He is currently learning algebra and wants to learn more
about how it connects to physics. He enjoys reading books that are fantasy themed or have magic
in them. Greek Mythology interests him and he is currently reading the Percy Jackson series. He
would like to continue reading more challenging books.

Outside of school, he is very active. He especially likes playing basketball. He currently is on a
team called Rise in a competitive youth basketball league. He also plays for GJ Blackout. He
enjoys playing defense the most. At home he likes to play basketball games with his family like
HORSE and Knock-Out. His family plays card games like Monopoly Deal and board games like
Risk.

An odd or unique fact about Ryan is that he likes mixing drinks at fast food soda machines. One
combination that he found was surprisingly tasty was Orange Fanta, Sprite, Dr. Pepper, Coke, and
HC. One combination he found gross was lemonade, Dr. Pepper, Powerade, and HC. He likes
experimenting and is very curious about the world around him.

For long term goals, he hopes to be tall and play basketball in high school, college, and the NBA.
Ryan enjoys competition and is a fast learner. However, sometimes when he is not successful at
something quickly, he struggles to keep a growth mindset and positive thinking. He has made
good growth in this area, and wants to continue improving his growth mindset further. He wants to
take more advanced math classes. Ryan is interested in a future job with technology and
engineering.

Ryan makes Thunder Mountain a better place.



Submitted by Kasey Daugherty, GT teacher

By: Aubrey B. Blackburn

Name of Book:
A Series of Unfortunate Events
No. 5 The Austere Academy

Author
Lemony Snicket

Illustrator
Brett Helquist

Summary:
In the beginning of The Austere Academy, Violet, Klaus, & Sunny, the unfortunate orphans who lost
their parents in a fire in the first book called The Bad Beginning, are for the first time, going to
school. The name of the school they were going to was “Prufrock Preparatory School”, & the
school motto was “Memento Mori”, which meant “Remember you will die”, which is quite strange
for a school’s motto. At the school was a mean, pushy girl named Carmelita Spats, who called the
Baudelaire children “cakesniffers”. They have to sleep in a crab filled, drippy fungus, sleeping on
bales of hay, & green walled with heart print shack.

In the middle of The Austere Academy, the Baudelaire’s meet other orphans named Duncan &
Isadora Quagmire who also lost their parents in a fire, but it wasn’t just their parents they lost.
Their brother, Quigley, was killed too. The 5 of them think that their new gym teacher, Coach
Genghis, is actually Count Olaf in disguise, once again, trying to steal the fortune that Violet, Klaus,
& Sunny’s parents have left behind for when Violet comes of age. Every evening, Vice Principal
Nero has a violin concert that all of the students must attend. So, Duncan & Isadora helped with
the plan. Because Coach Genghis (Count Olaf) has S.O.R.E (special orphan running exercises) a
class during the concert, & every time you miss a concert, you pay Nero back by buying him a bag
of candy & watching him eat the whole thing.So, the five children came up with a plan. The
Quagmires would prop open the door of the auditorium so they could look out & see if anything
suspicious was going on & Violet, Klaus, & Sunny would do S.O.R.E, and if Duncan and\or Isadora
saw anything they thought was odd, they would alert Nero that second, but nothing went wrong.

In the end of The Austere Academy Nero wanted to expel the Baudelaires for thinking that Coach
Genghis was Count Olaf, but didn’t tell their teachers why he wanted to expel them. So they thought
“Oh, Violet & Klaus are great students,” and “Sunny is just a baby, don’t expect so much from her,”
because she was the secretary, so their teachers set up a test to show that Vice Principal Nero
had no reason to expel them from Prufrock Prep. So, of course, they had to study. Instead, Duncan
& Isadora disguised themselves as Violet & Klaus so they could study out of the Quagmire's
notebooks, but since they couldn’t bring Sunny, they snuck into the kitchen & used a bag of flour
instead. OK, here we come to the part of the story where there is some good news & some bad
news. The good news is that Violet & Klaus pass their tests & there is no reason to expel them, the

http://thing.so/


bad news is that Count Olaf (Coach Genghis) finds out that the Baudelaires are trying to trick him
by disguising the Quagmires as them & captures Duncan & Isadora. The chefs in the cafeteria are
Count Olaf’s helpers. Also, Nero expels the Baudelaires anyway.

Review

I would recommend this book to those of you who like sad stories & mysteries. I would give this
book a 4 out of 5 star review because sad stories are not my favorite. This book was interesting,
but in a good way. I have enjoyed this book & the rest of the series.

About the Author

Lemony Snicket was born on February 28th, 1970 in San Francisco, California. He is married to
Lisa Brown & has 1 child named Otto. He is 53 years old. Lemony Snicket's real name is Daniel
Handler. Daniel has one sibling named Rebecca Handler & his parents' names are Sandra Handler
Day & Lou Handler. Lemony Snicket has written 41 books including A Series of Unfortunate Events
& Girls Standing on the Lawn.

The Mystery at Snowflake Inn
By:Josephine Portra

This book is part of the series The Boxcar Children. The title is The
Mystery at Snowflake Inn. The author of this book is one of my
favorite authors: Gertrude Chandler Warner. The Illustrator of the
book is Charles Tang. This story is part of the fiction world. I chose
this book because I love mysteries that aren’t too scary and The
Boxcar Children series. Plus,the author is one of my favorites.

First, I will tell you where the story takes place. This story takes
place at Snowflake inn which is located in New England. When you
walk into Snowflake inn it’s like you stepped back in time all the
way back to 1767. There’s even a secret space under the staircase where they hid soldiers and
spies. The book said that “George Washington slept on a bed they still had”. The stove was a
wood-burner. They had no phone, no TV, and almost no electronics. So instead of watching TV they
play jigsaw puzzles and board games. It looked like it wasn’t touched for 200 years. This story
takes place over a week.

Now I’ll tell you the characters of the story. The Boxcar Children are Benny, Violet, Jessie, and
Henry. The Boxcar Children love to solve mysteries. Benny is very talkative. He is also goofy.
Benny is the youngest at 6. Violet likes to paint, draw,and color. She is very shy. Violet is 10 years
old. Jessie is very organized. She is 12 years old. Henry is the oldest at 14.

In the beginning, Henry, Jessie, Violet, Benny, and their grandfather were going to an old New
England inn. They had fun ice skating, playing in the snow, and working puzzles. In the middle weird
things started to happen. Things like missing horses. At the end there were a couple strange things



including broken glass, but they did find the person who was doing all this. To find out who it was
read this book.

In my opinion I would recommend this book.
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This group is to support Westernslope Parents of Gifted & Talented
and 2E kids.
We share hope, empowerment, ideas, opportunities, and overall
support each other.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/630703478277200/
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Conversations With CAGT
1st and 3rd Tuesdays each month at 5:00 pm MST on Facebook

Live
Conversations with CAGT is back with an all-new season of

timely, relevant topics by preeminent local, national, and international specialists in the field of
gifted education! CWC has a new format this season with programs premiering on the first and
third Tuesdays of the month at 5:00 pm MST on Facebook Live. Check out past Conversations with
CAGT programs on our website, where you may rewatch experts anytime, including Linda
Silverman, Jim Delisle, Julie Skolnick, Jonathan Mooney, Joy Lawson Davis, Jaime Castellano, and
many others. Conversations with CAGT is an incredible opportunity to get expert advice on topics
regarding giftedness for FREE with time to ask your questions. The best part is that as a CAGT
member your questions get priority! Join us on the first and third Tuesdays of the month at 5:00
pm MST on Facebook Live!

Tuesday, May 16th: PJ Sedillo

"Gifted LBGTQ+ Stages of Identity"

https://issuu.com/gjparksandrec/docs/2023_summer_camp_guide_final
https://www.facebook.com/ColoAssoc4GT/
https://www.coloradogifted.org/resources/conversations-with-cagt/
https://www.coloradogifted.org/resources/conversations-with-cagt/
https://www.facebook.com/ColoAssoc4GT


Every Kid Outdoors Program
Fourth graders and their families receive free access to public lands
Ongoing until year 2025
Click here for more information

Visit our website for upcoming “Conversations” and to view past sessions!

Check out these Colorado GT Friendly Summer Camp Opportunities

'Shoe project' teaches first graders empathy and
perserverance through a global lens
ESTES PARK, Colo. — When asking a first grader how they practice
empathy in their day to day lives, you’ll commonly hear answers like
“I help friends if they fall down” or “I hug people when they’re crying.”
And while these are touching insights, have you ever heard a first
grader say, “I use an empathy-based process to design shoes for
children in other countries?”
At Estes Park Elementary School, this might just be the answer you get.

Design thinking

https://everykidoutdoors.gov/index.htm
https://www.coloradogifted.org/resources/conversations-with-cagt/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PIpuOBX7mUwPrUMshwD24qazbhcs6UpwMYm_CwAVjxc/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.rmpbs.org/blogs/rocky-mountain-pbs/estes-park-elementary-empathy-design/


In 2019 computer, science, library and technology integration teacher Polly Greenblatt set a
professional goal to implement the design thinking process into classroom curriculums.
As luck would have it, Bodin had significant connections in the shoe industry.
“As a teacher, well, a lot of us need extra jobs,” explained Bodin, “So my other life is running. I'm a
coach.”
Through his running career, Bodin gained the opportunity to test out shoe brands. One of those was
the acclaimed shoe company Merrell.
Bodin tapped his contacts at Merrell and a partnership was formed. Merrell agreed to not only be
interviewed by students to share their design process, but also to create digital prototypes of the
designs students created.
Soon enough, the students were diving into design thinking. They began by designing something
for a friend to exercise empathy practices. Eventually, they were confident enough to help solve
problems for kids in other countries -- kids they had never met.
The process started with gaining an in-depth understanding of the day-to-day life of the children in
the region the students were focused on.
They watched documentaries, researched and even did an obstacle course where they walked on
Legos without shoes to better understand the challenges children in other regions faced on their
long walks.
Design thinking is a nonlinear 5-step method of innovation and invention, but instead of the goal
being success or money, the focus is to create effective solutions for others through the practice
of radical empathy.
“I think it’s important to include empathy in curriculums because we’ve become such a global
society, but we all still kind of live in our own little bubble, especially up here in Estes Park.We’re a
small, rural town. Some of our kids don’t really go outside of Estes Park very much,” said
Greenblatt.
Greenblatt decided the best product to develop with this process would be a pair of shoes. She
said that she noticed that when first graders tried designing a backpack for a friend, they would
focus on their own needs and desires in the design process.
“I was looking for something that they really understood. They knew what it was, it wasn't too far
out of the realm of their own little reality, but it was completely removed from themselves,” she
recalled.
Greenblatt ideated around the idea of school -- the fact that many children around the world had
schools, but that the ways they got there varied greatly. This is where she landed on the idea of
shoes.
The concept was that students would research the commute to school children from different
regions of the world experienced, then create a shoe design to help the children have a safer, more
comfortable way to get to class.
Unfortunately, COVID-19 hit right about when Greenblatt had begun to implement the process. This
year, she partnered with first grade teacher Taylor Bodin to try again.

Animal adaptability as inspiration
Next came synthesizing the information and determining the specific needs the children in other
regions had. Once the students had a good grasp of the issues they wanted to address, they were
free to brainstorm to their heart’s desire.
To help guide the process and deepen the learning on a scientific level, students were prompted to
use animal adaptability traits to help design their prototypes.This was the part Greenblatt found to
be the most inspiring.
“Elementary kids can do way more than we think,” she said. “They really don't have the constraints
i th i b i f ‘Oh th t' t ibl ’ ‘Th t' t t h ’”

https://www.interaction-design.org/literature/topics/design-thinking#:~:text=Design%20thinking%20is%20a%20non,are%20ill%2Ddefined%20or%20unknown.


One example of these limitless ideas in action was a student’s connection to the adaptability of
starfish.
“He came up with the idea that like, starfish grow and if we made shoes out of a starfish type skin,
that it could grow with the kid as their foot was growing. And just ideas like that, that they might
not be possible right in this moment, but they're going to be, and maybe that kid is the kid that's
gonna make that happen,” she recalled.
Bodin was inspired by the application of the Komodo Dragon to one of the shoe designs.
“They knew a lot about the Komodo Dragon, its skin, the bacteria in its mouth, and they were able
to use their favorite part about it, the armored type skin to lay over top of their shoe, to help that
other student feel protected from the elements,” he shared.

Perseverance through prototyping
Once their ideas were generated, the students were able to put them to the test. If an idea didn’t
work toward their goal, they were encouraged not to give up, but instead to go back in the process
and adjust, or try a new idea.
Putting the final touches on a prototype
“Perseverance, at Estes Park Elementary School, is one of our what we call ‘global outcomes,”
Greenblatt explained. “It's one of those big ideas that we want kids to have as a skill along with
math and reading.”
Rocky Mountain PBS joined the first graders on their “Celebration of Learning,” day, where parents
and friends were invited to see the designs the students created, as well as witness the unveiling
of Merrel’s digital prototypes.
The event also acted as a launch for an ongoing shoe drive, where shoes can be sent to different
global regions in an effort to help impoverished countries generate income.
According to Bodin, turnout and was better than he had expected. The halls were packed with
excitement, and the communal support was palpable.

Empathy: Not always an instinct
While the children learned elements of science, geography and even art in the process, teachers
were sure to return to empathy as the core element of learning. Although kids can be great at being
kind to their friends — like adults — the next level of empathy for those outside their social circles
can be more challenging.
“That has been the goal and the biggest challenge,” Bodin reflected, “because students always want
to go back to what they know and what they love, but they really, really, have to work to keep other
people’s needs at the front of their mind.”
He continued, “If we can teach them and give them experiences where empathy is so valued, then
they’re gonna absorb it. They’re gonna start using it in their daily lives. Whether it’s years down the
road they realize it, or today they can step forward in empathy, that would be the big goal.”
Greenblatt agreed, stating “Kids everywhere around the world are kids, but they have very different
lives and face very different challenges, and for our kids to be able to care about them, and literally
put them in their shoes to build that empathy about how someone else feels and the problems
someone else is facing, we think that’s gonna make our kids better global citizens for our world.”
And it isn’t just the students the teachers hoped to impact.
As Greenblatt and Bodin had touched on, Estes Park is a rural community. And while many people
come into the town from other countries, it’s much more rare for some community members to
step out of the “bubble.”
“It challenges — empathy — to really step up in our community,” he said. “Our particular small
community is really segmented. With a lot of different ideas. A lot of great ideas, but again,



segmented. So if this can bring our community together under one cause or one purpose, or just
get us talking more with people who might be different from ourselves, that would be wonderful.”
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