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We are in the last quarter of the 2022-23 school year and summer will be here before we know it.
Here are some things to keep in mind for this summer...

D51 GT Department provides scholarships for students to extend and enrich their strengths.
Please note that all scholarships are due by May 11th this year.
If you are not sure what opportunities are out there for your student to attend, check out our
22-23 GT Scholarship Enrichment Opportunities. This is not an endorsed or recommended list
only offered as a resource for information. If you know of other opportunities and camps,
please let us know.
A list of Academic Programs and Competitions can be found on Colorado Association for
Gifted and Talented's webpage.
Check out the National Association for Gifted Children information on planning for summer.
This includes a list of questions to be able to answer about any camp or program your student

https://www.d51schools.org/cms/one.aspx?portalId=81872&pageId=1582108
https://www.d51schools.org/cms/one.aspx?portalId=81872&pageId=1582108
https://www.coloradogifted.org/who-we-serve/students/
https://dev.nagc.org/resources-publications/resources-parents/planning-summer


attends.

Your GT Teacher or GT Liaison may have other ideas and
suggestions speci�c for the strengths of your student.

Submitted by Rochelle Morrison, GT teacher

I am thrilled that a few of my GT kids wanted to start a journalism
club at Tope. Olympia Albers and Olive McRobbie brainstormed with
me in December about starting a club at our school. We have had 2
issues so far, one in February and one in March. The newest issue
will be printed for April on Monday and hung in the bathrooms on
clips (their idea to mimic the Stall Street Journal at CMU).

April STEAM @ TOPE Tope Times.pdf

Download
1.6 MB

Submitted by Jennifer Dennison, GT teacher

https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/6426fe0588ec96d6a8b6ab11


Students at Rocky Mountain and Fruitvale Elementary created mazes. This unit included solving
problems for area, utilizing or adding to a �oor plan, creating a scale, and collaborating to
complete a game for second graders. Students used classroom materials.

This is a re�ection from several �fth grade students:

The di�cult part was getting our structure together.

The part that went well was working together to make our project the best we could.

We enjoyed making the decorations for the maze.

We worked well as a team. You have to agree on certain things when working on a team and you
have to work together to solve problems.

When creating or designing not everything in your plan is going to work so you have to plan out
certain possible situations that can happen in the process.

Fruitvale Elementary students with their completed mazes.



Submitted by Jennifer Dennison, GT teacher

James Swedenburg has been a student at Fruitvale Elementary for three years. James de�nes
“gifted” as different than most other people but in a good way. He likes math, reading, and learning
about making money. Math is his favorite subject. He would like to improve his skills as a writer,
and continue to grow in his strength area, math.
James enjoys skating, building little wooden brick castles, and playing Uno with his family. When
he is not at school, he like to play board games, card games, and watch YouTube. Currently, James
is excited about a �eld trip to Ameritowne.

Migdael Grijalva Solis is a fourth grader at Rocky Mountain Elementary. He enjoys spending time
with his family, coding, and playing fetch with his dogs. When he is not at school he enjoys
watching TV and going shopping.
Math and science are Migdael’s favorite subjects. Areas of interest include bugs and animals. He
really enjoys learning about different species of ants, their habitat, and how they survive. Fractions,
decimals, and geometry are units that Migdael likes to study. Other interests include engineering
and topics he hasn’t learned about yet.
Migdael is proud of his grades and his hard work. Summer plans include spending time with his
family and traveling.

A Joyful Group Coaching Experience

Thursdays beginning April 13 at 11AM PDT

Join a group of progressive parents to explore the complex dynamics of burnout and �nd creative
solutions. Energize yourself for the daily challenges of bringing out your children's unique best and
guiding them through challenges like

Perfectionism
Emotional Intensities
Social Anxiety
Giftedness Beyond Academics
Underachievement/Motivation

Your Experience will include
Five Weeks of 1 Hour Interactive Joyful Learning
10+ Practical Playful Behavior Tools to apply instantly
Mutual Encouragement
Interaction with like-minded parents

Rate: $111 per family

The Science behind the Power of Play:
Play shapes the brain and invigorates the soul.



Play accelerates learning and boosts productivity.
Play builds trust and respect.
Play heals emotions and prevents violence.
Play is the �rst language we use

*This program is not facilitated or endorsed by D51 or the GT program.

The GT scholarship program is available to help with the cost of the program (application linked
below).

22-23 GT Scholarship Application.pdf

Download
85.9 KB

22-23 GT Spanish Scholarship Application.pdf

Download
74.1 KB

https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/637e4f8a1fac8a72c4ef417c
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/63867b2b5c4c338b2cd64320


Westslope CO Gifted & Talented
This group is to support Westernslope Parents of Gifted & Talented
and 2E kids.
We share hope, empowerment, ideas, opportunities, and overall
support each other.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/630703478277200/






https://www.fmvolleyball.com/


https://www.fmvolleyball.com/


https://eurekasciencemuseum.org/summercamps/


https://give.stepupwesternslope.org/event/6th-annual-step-up-for-down-syndrome-western-slope/e458018


https://www.mesacountysaferoutes.com/
https://www.mesacountysaferoutes.com/






https://gvt.mesacounty.us/student-pass-program/


https://cmumavericks.com/sports/2008/11/14/GEN_1114081724.aspx


https://cmumavericks.com/sports/2008/11/14/GEN_1114081724.aspx


https://www.gjparksandrec.org/158/Parks-Recreation


https://anc.apm.activecommunities.com/gjparksandrec/activity/search/detail/12758?onlineSiteId=0&from_original_cui=true




https://www.mentalhealthfirstaid.org/


https://www.livingworks.net/ASIST


https://issuu.com/gjparksandrec/docs/2023_summer_camp_guide_final




Conversations With CAGT

1st and 3rd Tuesdays each month at 5:00 pm MST on Facebook
Live

Conversations with CAGT is back with an all-new season of
timely, relevant topics by preeminent local, national, and international specialists in the �eld of
gifted education! CWC has a new format this season with programs premiering on the �rst and
third Tuesdays of the month at 5:00 pm MST on Facebook Live. Check out past Conversations with
CAGT programs on our website, where you may rewatch experts anytime, including Linda
Silverman, Jim Delisle, Julie Skolnick, Jonathan Mooney, Joy Lawson Davis, Jaime Castellano, and
many others. Conversations with CAGT is an incredible opportunity to get expert advice on topics
regarding giftedness for FREE with time to ask your questions. The best part is that as a CAGT
member your questions get priority! Join us on the �rst and third Tuesdays of the month at 5:00
pm MST on Facebook Live!

Tuesday, April 4th: Jennifer Harvey Sallin
"Discovering One's Giftedness as an Adult"

https://www.facebook.com/ColoAssoc4GT/
https://www.coloradogifted.org/resources/conversations-with-cagt/
https://www.coloradogifted.org/resources/conversations-with-cagt/
https://www.facebook.com/ColoAssoc4GT


Tuesday, April 18th: Tracy Inman
Visit our website for details!

Every Kid Outdoors Program
Fourth graders and their families receive free access to public lands
Ongoing until year 2025
Click here for more information

Visit our website for upcoming “Conversations” and to view past sessions!

Josh Rafail has been attending Circle of Fathers support group meetings for over a year. According
to Rafail, he has found immense support as he navigates fatherhood.

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. — Adam Combs hadn’t anticipated
being a father. But when he found out his daughter was on the way,
the news changed his life.

“It really kind of shifted my gears on, you know, who I want to be
and my purpose … It just gives you a greater sense of purpose to be
a dad, you know, and just totally changes your whole mindset and
your friendship groups and everything,” he said.

As Combs navigated the legal system while negotiating a custody agreement for his daughter, he
found that there were limited resources available for fathers and male caregivers in similar shoes.
Wanting to help support fathers and male caregivers, he started training to be a facilitator.

https://everykidoutdoors.gov/index.htm
https://www.coloradogifted.org/resources/conversations-with-cagt/
https://www.rmpbs.org/blogs/rocky-mountain-pbs/circle-of-fathers-im-not-on-my-own-with-this/


Adam Combs is a facilitator for the Circle of Fathers support group in Colorado Springs. Photo
courtesy of Adam Combs.

Now, Combs is one of two facilitators for the Circle of Fathers support group. The framework for
the group is part of The Circle of Parents national program, which offers peer support groups for
anyone in a parenting and/or caregiving role.

Illuminate Colorado, a statewide organization that develops programs, policies and initiatives
aimed to prevent child maltreatment, leads the state chapter of Circle of Parents in Colorado.
Josh Rafail, who has been a part of the group for over a year, told Rocky Mountain PBS that
learning food was provided during meetings was one of the factors that helped convince him to
attend a meeting, but the community and support he found during a di�cult time in his life was
what made him stay.

“I would say I was in a fairly broken place when I �rst joined, and now I just feel a sense of self love
and optimism for my daughter and our relationship and our future that I never felt before … it's a
very rewarding and valuable experience,” Rafail said.

Child care is also available during the support group meeting. According to Combs, children can
participate in Children’s Circle, where they do skill-building activities related to social-emotional
development while their fathers are having a meeting.

He shared that the the lessons taught in Children’s Circle are sometimes also discussed in Circle
of Fathers meetings. The topics provide opportunities for a parent and child to talk and learn
together during their car ride home.

“Sometimes us adults need to learn about anger management or how to make a friend, you know?”
Combs said.

The Children's Circle space, where kids participate in skill-building activities related to social-
emotional development while their fathers and male caregivers are in Circle of Fathers meetings.
Outside of meetings, the group also has outings and �reside chats — events where experts come
in and provide information to the group about various topics such as navigating custody issues in
court.

Rafail added that he has seen fathers and male caregivers vocalize needing support in numerous
topics, like navigating co-parenting, logical discipline and how to care for young children.
Conversations during meetings are group-led.

“We try to hone it in and try to keep it back to being child centered,” Combs said. “And how is this
going to affect your life and your child, and what things can we improve upon that?”

Rafail re�ected on a time when the plumbing in his house went out. Though he was frustrated and
worried, the other men in the group reminded him that he didn’t need to solve the problem on his
own — he could work together with his family to solve the problem together.

“I found that really insightful because it involves my kids in a way that makes them feel
empowered, but also makes me feel like I'm not on my own with this,” Rafail said.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/CircleOfFathers/
https://www.circleofparentsco.org/
https://www.illuminatecolorado.org/


For him, one of the biggest bene�ts of having a space for men to practice vulnerability and non-
judgement with each other is that it also helps them practice vulnerability with their signi�cant
others and children.

“There are many men who are walking in the same way, like, ‘What am I supposed to do? I just want
to love my daughter and have a good relationship with them or my child,’” Rafail said.
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