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As D51 explores sustainability and possible school consolidations, we have begun getting
questions about the impacts on gifted education. When the school board started discussing
possibilities, departments across our district were asked to start thinking through impacts and
actions we might need to take. These are technical actions, but all are grounded in continuing to
support students in the best way possible. Here are the possible actions:

Con�guration of Elem GT Sta�ng - This is determined by school size and the number of ID'd
students. Even if a school is not closing or receiving new students there may be an



adjustment in sta�ng. These decisions are made based on the
whole district picture. We will work with HR to determine the
process and timeline once decisions are made.
Con�guration of MS GT Sta�ng - We can only do half or full-time
positions at MS and think through sta�ng of the Challenge
Program.
Inventory of GT materials - These are all bought with grant funds
and we have to keep track of these resources and electronics
Challenge Program - There a lot details and supports within this
program.
Spreadsheets, Synergy Plans, and End of Year tasks - Every year
we have clear plans on how to close out the year and help
transition students to a new school. Majority of the time these
transitions are from elementary to middle school and to high
school. We will handle this like we always do but on a bigger more
intentional scale.

This is not a detailed action plan, but instead a starting place to
think through how to continue supporting students through gifted
education. If you feel I have missed anything, please let me know.
At the time I am writing this, there have been no decisions from
the school board. Once any decisions are made, these ideas will

become more detailed.

Thank you for teaming with us to support your students!

Interview by Meredith Thornhill, GT teacher

I was lucky enough to spend some time with Miles Jones, a 5th
grade student at Monument Ridge Elementary. Miles has 3 brothers,
and when I asked him to describe himself in 1 word, he said “weird”.
During our time together, Miles brought a large pile of original
drawings to share with me. Miles is a doodler, and a very good one
at that. He told me that doodling is something he has been doing
for a very long time. Miles said he doesn’t really know why he
doodles, but that he thinks it helps relieve stress for him. He stated
that he has some really cool ideas in his imagination, and doodling
helps him show his ideas to others. Miles told me that doodling
actually helps him learn and listen. He said that sometimes
teachers do not think he is listening to them when he is doodling, but even though he is not
looking at them, he is listening to them. Miles said that to him doodling while he listens is like
talking to a friend while you tie your shoes, you can do both. He also told me that sometimes he
starts doodling, and then realizes that he has drawn a very detailed comic strip story, or other
times it is just an unidenti�ed object. "The Thinking Bene�ts of Doodling" and "7 Bene�ts of

https://www.health.harvard.edu/blog/the-thinking-benefits-of-doodling-2016121510844
https://daringtolivefully.com/doodling-benefits


Doodling and how to get started" are both intriguing articles about doodling. Please enjoy some of
Miles’ awesome doodle art.

https://daringtolivefully.com/doodling-benefits


Some readers from Loma Elementary and Scenic Elementary wanted to share their reviews on
books that you might want to check out at your local library or purchase at one of our local

bookstores.

Submitted by Loma Elementary GT teacher, Shannon Morlan

Dork Diaries 13: Tales from a Not-So-Happy Birthday

My Dork Diaries Review By Emerson S.

“Dork Diaries” is about a girl named Nikki Maxwell who lives in
Westchester, New York. Nikki and her friends Chloe and Zoey
wanted to have the biggest birthday party that no one would ever
forget. The expenses for the birthday party were way over the
budget that Nikki’s parents had given her. But the invitations that
Nikki and her friends had made accidentally were sent out. So they
went through an adventure to �nd them, but thanks to Nikki’s
clumsiness they failed to �nd them.

Meanwhile Nikki’s little sister Brianna created a dog treat business.
Nikki helped Brianna with her business, and Brianna gave her the extra money they needed for the



birthday party. Right as Chloe and Zoey were putting the canceled party invitations in the slot Nikki
hurried to stop them and tell them that she now has the money for the birthday party. Then they
had to go and buy decorations, and all the food. Happy Birthday Nikki!!!!!

Nikki Maxwell is a bossy, hard working, and a clumsy person. One piece of evidence to show Nikki
is bossy is that when everyone asked her about the party planning she wanted it her way and her
way only. Nikki is also hard working because she spent a lot of time working for her sister at the
dog treat shop and trying to get the money for the birthday party. Another character trait is Nikki is
very very clumsy. An example of that is when they were trying to get the invitations out of the
mailroom Nikki accidentally ran into the mailman and Nikki had the invitations in her hand so
when they collided it knocked the invitations out of her hand.

The theme for “Dork Diaries” is never to give up on what you want or need. In the story Nikki and
her friends wanted this birthday party so badly but Chloe and Zoey gave up but Nikki didn’t. So by
doing that they got what they wanted by working hard, and never giving up.

Nikki changes throughout the book by being really con�dent and determined for the birthday party
to not so con�dent and determined because when Nikki didn’t have enough money to have the
party so she was bad and disappointed then she had an idea to work for her sister and get the
money that they needed and then she was con�dent and determined again.

Three major events in the book are: Nikki and her friends Chloe and Zoey having the idea of the
party, not having enough money for the party, and Nikki helping her sister with the dog treat
business. Without Nikki and her friends having the idea of the party, none of the other events would
have ever happened. Without not having enough money for the party there would be no struggle and
hard work in the book. Without Nikki helping Brianna (Nikki’s little sister) with the dog treat
business they wouldn’t have enough money to have the birthday party.

I would recommend this book because it teaches you to never give up and when you do hard work
you get something good in return. I de�nitely recommend this book if you like problem solving,
hard work, and drama. An example is Nikki and her friends had to problem solve when they didn’t
have enough money for the birthday party. Nikki had to work hard to earn the money for the party.
There was a lot of drama with Nikki’s enemy Mckenzie. I also loved the relationships with Nikki
and her sister Brianna and the relationship with Nikki, Chloe, and Zoey. I loved the book and if you
are looking forward to reading it I hope you love it too.

A Dog's Way Home
A Dog’s Way Home

Review by Rilynn R.

By: W. Bruce Cameron

“A Dog’s Way Home” is about, A dog named Bella who wanted to
go to work and be happy
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place to live out of Denver Colorado because Bella was a pit bull and was illegal in Denver
Colorado. So Bella ran away from her foster home and tried to go �nd Lucas. Then she found
Lucas after a two and a half year Journey.

Some of Bella’s character traits are loyal, powerful, and loving. One way Bella is loyal is that
she always puts her owner Lucas before her and stays by his side and a couple of mountains is not
going to stop her. One way Bella is powerful she overcame something not a lot of dogs can do and
that is to climb a bunch of mountains just to get to Lucas. One way Bella is loving is that she cares
so much about Lucas and the people at the VA hospital. I know this because all she ever wants to
do is go be with the people she loves.

I think the lessons in this book are to never give up, and stay by the person (people) you
love. One way this book teaches us to never give up is the way Bella never gave up even if it took
her two and a half years, just to get to Lucas. One way I think this book teaches us to stay by the
person (people) you love is Bella never left Lucas’s side and when she did all she wanted was to
get back to Lucas, so what the book is saying is never leave your best friend or family without a
proper goodbye.

The way Bella changed from beginning to end, is in the beginning Bella was clueless and did
not know her purpose because she thought it was just to run and play and be Lucas’s dog and not
love anyone else’s. At the end Bella knew her purpose was to be a service dog and she knew it was
ok to love other people. So what I am saying is Bella went from not knowing what her purpose is
to
knowing her purpose.

The three major events that happened in the book are Bella getting found, Bella running
away from the foster home, and Bella meeting Tylor and Gavin. When Bella got found while she
was a puppy Lucas was there and if he wasn’t then Lucas and Bella would not have a close bond
and Bella would not have gone on her journey. Bella running away from her foster home was
important because then Bella would not overcome the obstacles and the book would not show us
that lesson of never giving up. It was important for Bella to �nd Tylor and Gavin, because they got
her closer to Lucas because they took her to Grand Junction And that was the closest she could
have gotten.

I liked this book because it had a lot of adventures like when Bella was lost from Lucas there
was a lot of adventures. I also liked this book because it was not too sad. There were a few parts
that were sad but nothing too terrible. One last reason I liked the book is because I am a dog
person and this book really shows how amazing a dog and its owner’s bond is even when a dog’s
owner has given up hope. I recommend this book to others because it is a compassionate story
that
shows anything is possible. And that nothing is stronger than a dog and its owner's bond.

Submitted by Scenic Elementary GT teacher, Christena Nelson

The Many Worlds of Ablie Bright

Oliver C a 4th grade student at Scenic Elementary wrote this book review:



Do you like to read about quantum physics and multiversal travel?
If you do, then you’ll love The Many Worlds of Ablie Bright. The
book is about when a boy loses his mother to cancer. When Albie
asks his dad about his mom dying, his dad tells him about quantum
physics, the possibility to travel to other universes, and
Schrödinger's cat. Schrödinger's cat is when a cat gets put in a box
with uranium that has a 50% chance of decaying. If the uranium
decays it will trigger the Geiger counter to smash open the bottle of
poison killing the cat. However, quantum physics says that until it
is observed the cat is both alive and dead at the same time
because it is in a superposition. But when it is observed, some
scientists have a “many worlds theory” when the box is opened the
universe splits in two. There is one where the cat is dead and one where it is alive. This gives Albie
an idea. What if he can recreate this to �nd a universe where his mom is still alive? Albie embarks
on a journey to �nd his mom and the multiverse surprises him along the way.

Submitted by Janelle McGowan, GT teacher

We have a lot of great things happening at Pear Park!

Our �rst-grade students just wrapped up their onomatopoeia
poems; we discussed the differences between �ction and

non�ction books and poetry, then discussed the importance of descriptive words.

First graders worked hard to write poems that gave their audience a clear picture in their minds!

Our �fth graders are building up to a research project; we are currently debating whether or not we
should all aim to “follow our passions”. Students are creating arguments that clearly show which
side they �nd important and valid; students are then connecting these ideas back to our original
focus on productivity and motivation. These are examples of their connections to motivation; they
will then take their area of passion and tie it to this motivation tree map to make their argument
stronger.





Written by Tina Sleigh, GT teacher at East Middle School

‘The Rubik’s Cube: Scrambling the World; The Worm Gear: Shifting
the Gears of Mechanics; Mythical Masterpeice: J.R.R. Tolkiens
Evolution of Fantasy; Forged in the Fire: A Warrior's Steel Salvation’

These are just a few titles of performances at a National History
Day preview on February 10th at East Middle School. Twenty eight
students from EMS spent weeks researching and analyzing topics
in history that �t the theme, “Frontiers in History: People, Places, and Ideas.” They then picked a
way to present their learning for an audience: performance, website, documentary, paper, or exhibit.
Presentations happened throughout the building at East where students, staff, and parents
attended. Going forward, students can choose to present at the National History Day regional
competition at CMU on March 11 and the state competition at CU Denver April 29.

Because of National History Day, our students got the opportunity to email and interview CMU
professors and professionals around the state! Our students will never forget those experiences.
Along with a great program, National History Day in Colorado supports students and staff by
providing training and resources for students. Thank you National History Day in Colorado!

https://sites.google.com/a/d51schools.org/ems-challenge-program/


National History Day in Colorado is not a single day...

National History Day in Colorado is a social studies and literacy program that equips students in
elementary, middle, and high school with the skills necessary to succeed in college and the real
world. Students participate in a project-based learning curriculum that emphasizes critical reading
and thinking, research, analysis, and the drawing of meaningful conclusions. Students can
complete these projects in groups or as individuals in one of �ve categories: documentary, paper,
exhibit, performance, or website. They then compete in one of our �fteen regions across the state
in either the junior (middle school) or senior (high school) division, or in the elementary poster
contest (4th and 5th graders). Regional winners compete at the State Contests in May on the
University of Colorado Denver campus. First and second place state winners compete in Nationals
at the University of Maryland, College Park in June. National History Day in Colorado reaches
nearly 23,000 students across the state each year. We also provide teacher trainings, research �eld
trips, supply grants, classroom resources, scholarship opportunities for students, and graduate and
continuing professional education courses for teachers.



22 23 GT Scholarship Application pdf

https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/637e4f8a1fac8a72c4ef417c
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/637e4f8a1fac8a72c4ef417c
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Westslope CO Gifted & Talented

This group is to support Westernslope Parents of Gifted & Talented
and 2E kids.
We share hope, empowerment, ideas, opportunities, and overall
support each other.

https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/637e4f8a1fac8a72c4ef417c
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/637e4f8a1fac8a72c4ef417c
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/63867b2b5c4c338b2cd64320
https://www.facebook.com/groups/630703478277200/




https://gvt.mesacounty.us/student-pass-program/


https://cmumavericks.com/sports/2008/11/14/GEN_1114081724.aspx


https://cmumavericks.com/sports/2008/11/14/GEN_1114081724.aspx


https://www.gjparksandrec.org/158/Parks-Recreation


https://anc.apm.activecommunities.com/gjparksandrec/activity/search/detail/12758?onlineSiteId=0&from_original_cui=true




https://anc.apm.activecommunities.com/gjparksandrec/home?onlineSiteId=0&from_original_cui=true






https://centralhighschooltheatre.ludus.com/index.php


https://www.mentalhealthfirstaid.org/


https://www.mentalhealthfirstaid.org/


https://www.livingworks.net/ASIST


https://issuu.com/gjparksandrec/docs/2023_summer_camp_guide_final












Conversations With CAGT

1st and 3rd Tuesdays each month at 5:00 pm MST on Facebook
Live

Conversations with CAGT is back with an all-new season of
timely, relevant topics by preeminent local, national, and international specialists in the �eld of
gifted education! CWC has a new format this season with programs premiering on the �rst and
third Tuesdays of the month at 5:00 pm MST on Facebook Live. Check out past Conversations with
CAGT programs on our website, where you may rewatch experts anytime, including Linda
Silverman, Jim Delisle, Julie Skolnick, Jonathan Mooney, Joy Lawson Davis, Jaime Castellano, and
many others. Conversations with CAGT is an incredible opportunity to get expert advice on topics
regarding giftedness for FREE with time to ask your questions. The best part is that as a CAGT
member your questions get priority! Join us on the �rst and third Tuesdays of the month at 5:00
pm MST on Facebook Live!

3/7/23 – Rebecca McKinney and Colleen Urlik – Developing Diverse Talents: The Intersection of
General Education and Gifted Education

https://www.facebook.com/ColoAssoc4GT/
https://www.coloradogifted.org/resources/conversations-with-cagt/


3/21/23 – Temple Grandin

Visit our website for upcoming “Conversations” and to view past sessions!

Meet the 'hope dealers' behind the Denver Dream Center
by Dana Knowles, Will Peterson • Published on February 20, 2023

DENVER — For the Denver Dream Center, hope is a commodity that
can’t be sold. It's routinely given away, at no charge.

“I’m a hope dealer,” explained Donny Andrews, who works at the organization. “We go out and
rescue people and restore lives and dreams.”

The Denver Dream Center mainly works with formerly incarcerated people who leave prison and
end up without a place to live after their release, something Andrews understands personally.

“I was released on May 11th of last year and was connected with the Dream Center and they helped
me put my life back together,” explained Andrews, adding that he needed to learn basic life skills.

“It’s rough getting out prison after 33 years of incarceration, and not knowing how to use a phone,
and not knowing how to go grocery shopping.”

According to the National Low Income Housing Coalition, formerly incarcerated people are almost
10 times more likely to experience homelessness than the general population.

After spending time in and out of prison for several years, then experiencing homelessness, Tyrone
Thompkins told Rocky Mountain PBS how excited he is to �nally move into his own home soon.

“I’ll be moving into an apartment on the �rst of March, the day of my birthday!” he said excitedly,
crediting the Denver Dream Center for making it happen.

Now Thompkins works for the organization as a part of the street team that does direct outreach
with the unhoused in Denver, many of whom were formerly incarcerated like Thompkins.

“It’s time for me to go back out into the community that I was destroying and help," he said. "It has
changed my life and I’m truly blessed.”

Bryan Sederwall moved to Denver 16 years ago and immediately saw the necessity to connect
those experiencing homelessness with not only resources, but also hope and inspiration.

“We say 'See a need, then meet the need.' We do everything from helping men and women
transition from incarceration, or get out of gangs, and get back to community and reestablish their
families,” said Sederwall.

https://www.coloradogifted.org/resources/conversations-with-cagt/
https://nlihc.org/resource/formerly-incarcerated-people-are-nearly-10-times-more-likely-be-homeless


These days, Sederwall is affectionately known as Pastor B.

“People ask me, as a pastor, where’s my church? I tell them to look at the city and that’s our church;
it’s the people," he said. "It’s not just on Sundays, but we hyper focus on Monday through Saturday
by building a community.”

The organization provides continuous support for the unhoused to also address issues including
hunger, addiction, and abuse. And according to Pastor B, the best way to do that is by �nding
people where they are and just starting a simple conversation.

“Someone [will] be embarrassed about their story, or their background, and they’ll share that and
someone else will be like ‘yeah me too!’ So, it’s no longer baggage, but it becomes a platform for
them to move forward and be successful.”
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